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Welcome to the 46th Annual Lunar Rendezvous Festival!  The first Lunar Rendezvous Festival was held in 1965 to celebrate the rendezvous of Gemini IV and Gemini V in space and to preserve the history and accomplishments in the space sciences area. Over the years, the Festival has grown beyond its founder’s imagination. Each year, hundreds of volunteers work together to foster community spirit and raise funds to benefit the Bay Area.  The proceeds from the Lunar Rendezvous Festival are used to support the Bay Area Museum, award college scholarships, and provide program funding for local non-profit organizations in our community.

Some time ago, an idea was brought forward to include the youth of the Bay Area; thus, the Festival Court, comprised of princesses and lieutenants, came into existence. Years later, the Festival Court was expanded to also include Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages. The premise of including the youth was to honor those parents who had been active in the Bay Area community through volunteer work.  

As we begin 2011, it is time once again to begin the selection process for the Lunar Rendezvous Festival Court; thus, you are invited to submit an application on behalf of your child for consideration.  All applications are reviewed by an independent committee which will select girls and boys to serve as Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages. Applicants must be between seven and nine years of age by June 1, 2011.  

A handbook and application are attached to this letter.  Please read the handbook carefully, as your completed application signifies your understanding and compliance with the information presented.   We look forward to yet another wonderful Lunar Rendezvous Festival and hope you will join.

Warm Regards,

Kelli M. Byrd

2011 Lunar Rendezvous Festival

General Chairman

Lunar Rendezvous Festival 2011
Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages Handbook

What is The Lunar Rendezvous Festival?
The Lunar Rendezvous Festival began in 1965 as a 501 (c) (3), non-profit organization formed to preserve the history and accomplishments in the space sciences made in the Bay Area. Each year hundreds of volunteers join together to promote charity, celebrate, and honor our community.
The official Lunar Rendezvous Festival web site, www.lunarrendezvous.org is a great source of information.  Before you submit your application, please take some time to visit this web site.  There you will learn about the history of Lunar Rendezvous and how the Festival has developed over the years.  The Organization of Lunar Rendezvous is also explained, from the Board of Directors to the Event Chairmen.  Other important information on the web site includes:  calendar of events, the list of court members and festival sponsors, photography information, and forms that can be downloaded.  

The Lunar Rendezvous Festival consists of a “Court” that is comprised of outstanding eleventh grade girls and boys from our area as well as a group of younger children known as Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages.  The Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages are girls and boys, between the ages of 7 and 9 years of age.  The Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages add a special element to the Festival while allowing children the opportunity to contribute to our community at a very young age. 

Before completing the attached application, please review the following information carefully.  The completed application is due no later than Saturday, January 29, 2011. Please refer to the application for the specific mailing instructions and address. If you have any questions regarding the application, please contact Kelli Byrd at kmbyrd@wadecocpa.com or 713-622-3900
By filling out and signing the application, parents are indicating that they have read and understand all the information contained in this handbook.  
The Selection and Notification Process
An independent selection committee, appointed by the Lunar Rendezvous Board of Directors, will review all applications and select the Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages for the 2011 Festival Court.  All applicants will be notified by mail on or about Wednesday, February 16, 2011.
My Child’s on the Court– What’s next?

If your child is selected and you would like for them to participate as a little lady in waiting or a page, please sign and return the acceptance form you receive in the mail as soon as possible.  Please make sure to read and fill out this acceptance form completely.  As with the application, please follow the specific mailing instructions for returning this form.  In addition, little ladies in waiting and pages must pay a $125 non-refundable fee which should accompany your acceptance letter.  This fee is used to purchase a court polo shirt, sash, portrait sitting fee, and other incidentals.
Included in your acceptance letter will be the date, time and place for our first orientation meeting for parents.  It is essential that at least one parent attend this meeting.  

As a Little Lady in Waiting or a Page, your child can expect a summer filled with festival events, philanthropy, fellowship, friends, family and fun.  There will be Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages Chairmen at your disposal.  They will guide you during the Festival and ensure that all information is being successfully communicated. Current e-mail addresses are an absolute must!

Calendar of Events
Please refer to the web site, www.lunarrendezvous.org  for the most current calendar of events. When the calendar of events is finalized a hard copy will be distributed to all court members and their parents.

Since the Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages are such a special part of the Festival Court, the following events are mandatory.  Thus, all Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages are expected to attend these events.  To avoid any conflicts, please check your calendar with regard to these specific dates before you submit your application.  The heaviest concentration of events is during the second to last week of July 2011.  

Kick-Off Party - Sunday, April 17, 2011   2:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Location: University of Clear Lake, Atrium II, Bayou Building
Monday, July 25, 2011 6:00PM
Fashion Show rehearsal for Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages

Location:  San Luis Convention Center ,Galveston, Texas
Tuesday, July 26, 2011   10:00 AM

Fashion Show for all court members

Location: San Luis Convention Center, Galveston, TX
Friday, July 29, 2011  7:00 AM
Official Formal Group Photograph for Princesses and Lieutenants

Little Ladies in Waiting and Pages

Location: Space Center Houston

Saturday, July 30, 2011  4:00 PM

Rehearsal Coronation Ball – Little Ladies in Waiting, Pages and Presenters

Location: San Luis Convention Center (please note: not the San Luis Hotel)

Little Ladies in Waiting are presented by their fathers, while Pages are presented by their mothers.

Saturday, July 30, 2011  5:00 PM
Coronation Ball –Little Ladies in Waiting, Pages, and Presenters

Location: San Luis Convention Center (please note: not the San Luis Hotel)  

The Coronation Ball is a black tie event.  Little Ladies in Waiting are required to wear white, floor length, formal dresses.  All dresses are identical and are purchased through a local boutique.  The dress, satin slipper shoes, and small tiara cost approximately $175.00. More information will be given to you at the orientation meeting about ordering your Little Lady’s dress.  Pages are required to wear a tuxedo consisting of a black jacket, black pants, black tie and cummerbund.  Tuxedo rental for the pages is approximately $85.00.  This attire is also required for the formal group photo taken on Friday, July 22, 2011.

The Lunar Rendezvous Festival is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization; therefore, our goal is to return as much money to the community as possible.  Thus, some of the mandatory events listed above require an admission fee. The Little Ladies in Waiting, Pages, parents, and other family members must purchase tickets to attend the events.   Some of the ticket prices are listed below:

Kick-Off Party

No Admission Fee 

Fashion Show
Ticket Prices range from $75 - $150 per person

Coronation Ball
$125 per person

Thank you for your interest in the Lunar Rendezvous Festival 2011.  Should you have any questions or need clarification on any of the above information, please contact Festival Chairman, Kelli Byrd at kmbyrd@wadecocpa.com or 713-622-3900.
Please Complete the following Court Application.  Applications may not be dropped off at the Bay Area Museum.

Applications must be  MAILED to:            Lunar Rendezvous Festival

Attn: Festival General Chairman

PO Box 57486

Webster, TX  77598

Application must be POSTMARKED no later than January 29, 2011.

  2011  Lunar Rendezvous Festival

Court Selection Profile Application
□ Little Ladies in Waiting   □ Page
This information is for review in the selection process. There are NO guarantees as due to space availability, only a certain number of children are accepted as defined by the guidelines of the Lunar Rendezvous Festival Operational Procedures.   CHILDREN MUST BE BETWEEN THE AGES OF SEVEN (7) TO (9) YEARS OF AGE BY JUNE 1ST.

Child’s First & Middle Name 




   Last Name 







List child’s name as you would like it listed in Lunar Rendezvous Festival printed materials

Name Child goes by 










Child’s Birthdate





Age by June 1, 2011                     .  
Child’s School





Grade for 2011-12 School Year                .

Child’s Activities

PARENTS 

Mother’s  Name  













Address  




  


City/Zip  





Email 






 
Home Phone  









Work #  




 Cell 




  




Mother’s Community Activities  (attach separate sheet, if necessary)










































Stepfather Name (if applicable ) 



  

Work Number 



   
Community Activities 












Father’s Name 












Address  




  

City/Zip  






Email 







   Home Phone  







Work #  



 Cell 



 






Father’s Community  Activities (attach separate sheet, if necessary)


2011 Lunar Rendezvous Festival 

Court Selection Profile Application 
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Stepmother Name (if applicable ) 



  
 Work Number 





Community Activities 
























 

Has anyone in the family (parents, siblings, grandparents) previously been involved in Lunar □Yes  □No   

If yes, whom (names please) and what involvement? 








What would you like your child to get out of this experience? 






 Signed:  


   
               Signed  





  Lunar Rendezvous Board Member or LRF Staff



Parent / Guardian 



Mail Return to:   

Lunar Rendezvous Festival
Postmarked no later than:   January 29, 2011



Attention:  Festival General Chairman 



P.O. Box  57486



Webster, Texas 77598



 
Application must be MAILED and POSTMARKED no later than January 29, 2011.  Applications may not be hand delivered.
Handbook Acknowledgement

I have read the attached Court Handbook, including the attendance requirements, and fully understand the information presented.

Parent/Guardian 
















          Signature       

 Date

Thank you. Upon completion of a confidential selection committee review, you will be notified of the decision on or before February 16, 2011. 
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